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Primary State Ranking Sources
• Annie E. Casey Foundation: Annual KIDS 

COUNT Data Book – 10 indicators of child well-
being and an overall statewide ranking.

• United Health Foundation: America’s Health 
Rankings – 18 indicators in three categories of 
risk and one of outcomes with an overall 
statewide ranking.

• Governing: Annual State & Local Source Book –
Data from and rankings for nine public sector 
categories, including education and social 
services



KIDS COUNT

• Annual national KIDS COUNT Data Book 
with comparative state-to-state rankings.

• KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in 
Tennessee with the best available county-
by-county data and state-level data when 
county data is not available.



Tennessee Rankings on Percent Low 
Birthweight Babies

1999 to 2003

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Low-Birthweight Babies: 45th
• 9.4 - Tennessee rate in 2003
• 7.9 - National rate in 2003
• 7,380 babies were low-birthweight in 2003
• 2,647 fewer low-birthweight babies for 

Tennessee to rank number one
• 1,148 fewer low-birthweight babies for 

Tennessee to be ranked at the national average
• Shelby 1,523; Davidson 845; Knox 469; 

Hamilton 454; Rutherford 293; Montgomery 207



Tennessee Rankings on Infant Mortality
1999 to 2003

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Comparison of National Infant Mortality Rates
Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

Source: CIA World Fact Book 2006. Tennessee 2003 data, Tennessee Department of Health.
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Infant Mortality: 47th

• 9.3 - Tennessee rate in 2003
• 6.9 - National rate in 2003
• 730 Babies died in 2003
• 414 fewer babies die for Tennessee to 

rank number one
• 186 fewer babies die for Tennessee to be 

ranked at the national average
• Shelby 211; Davidson 69; Hamilton 46; 

Knox 39; Montgomery 22; Rutherford 21 



Percent of Babies Born That Received 
Adequate Prenatal Care

1999 to 2003

Source: Tennessee Department of Health

74.4% 75.4% 73.9% 74.4% 73.9%

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003



Tennessee Rankings on the Teen Birth 
Rate

1999 to 2003

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Birth Rate for Teens
1999 to 2003

Source: Tennessee Department of Health
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Teen Births: 41st

• 53 per 1,000 females ages 15-19 - Tennessee 
rate in 2003

• 42 per 1,000 - National rate in 2003
• 10,198 teen births in 2003
• 6,735 fewer teen births for Tennessee to rank 

number one
• 2,117 fewer teen births for Tennessee to be 

ranked at the national average
• Shelby 777; Davidson 319; Hamilton 169; Knox 

154; Rutherford 78; Sullivan 69



Tennessee Rankings on Child Death 
Rate

1999 to 2003

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Child Death Rate: 36th

• 25 - Tennessee rate in 2003
• 12 - Top National rate in 2003
• 268 children died in 2003
• 139 fewer child deaths for Tennessee to rank 

number one
• 43 fewer child deaths for Tennessee to be 

ranked at the national average
• Shelby 62; Hamilton 16; Knox 15; Rutherford 15; 

Davidson 13; Montgomery 8.



Tennessee Rankings on Teen Deaths 
From All Causes

1999 to 2003

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Teen Death Rate: 32nd

• 76 - Tennessee rate in 2003
• 40 - Top National rate in 2003
• 297 Tennessee teens died in 2003
• 141 fewer teen deaths for Tennessee to 

rank number one
• 39 fewer teen deaths for Tennessee to be 

ranked at the national average
• Shelby 27; Davidson 17; Knox 14; 

Hamilton 12; Rutherford 9; Sullivan 8.
Note! Tennessee Counties represent only teens who died from violent causes.



Tennessee Rankings on the Percent of 
Teens Who are High School Dropouts

2000 to 2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Percent High School Dropouts: 
45th

• 11 - Tennessee rate in 2004
• 8 - National rate in 2004
• 30,000 high school dropouts in 2004
• 21,818 fewer high school dropouts 

for Tennessee to rank number one
• 8,182 fewer high school dropouts for 

Tennessee to be ranked at the 
national average



Tennessee Rankings on Percent Teens 
Not Attending School and Not Working

2000 to 2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Tennessee Rankings on the Percent of Children 
Living in Families Where No Parent Has Full Time 

Year-Round Employment.
2000 to 2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Percent Children with Parents without 
Full Time Year Round Employment: 29th

• 35 - Tennessee rate in 2004
• 33 - National rate in 2004
• 483,000 children in 2004
• 151,800 fewer children with parents not 

working full time for Tennessee to rank 
number one

• 27,600 fewer children with parents not 
working full time for Tennessee to be 
ranked at the national average



Tennessee Rankings on Children Living 
in Single Parent Families

2000 to 2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project

36
39

36 37 37

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004



Percent Children in Single Parent 
Families: 37th

• 34 - Tennessee rate in 2004
• 31 - National rate in 2004
• 435,000 children in 2004
• 200,400 fewer children in single parent 

families for Tennessee to rank number 
one

• 7,200 fewer children in single parent 
families for Tennessee to be ranked at the 
national average



Tennessee Rankings on the Percent of 
Children Living in Poverty

2000 to 2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, National KIDS COUNT Project.
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Percent Children in Poverty: 36th

• 21 - Tennessee rate in 2004
• 18 - National rate in 2004
• 286,000 children in poverty in 2004
• 148,000 fewer children in poverty for 

Tennessee to rank number one
• 37,600 fewer children in poverty for 

Tennessee to be ranked at the national 
average



Why Program Data Cannot be 
Ranked

• Program eligibility criteria vary from 
state to state.

• Level of state funding may impact the 
availability of resources and 
consequently the number of 
recipients.

• Program data often better reflect 
outreach efforts than need.



Why Program Data Cannot be 
Ranked

• Program data more accurately reflects 
program performance rather than actual 
need or actual events.

• Program data does not necessarily reflect 
“better” or “worse.”

• Program data measures “more” or “less”
recipients of services rather than need. 



Percent of Young Children on WIC
1999 to 2003

Source: Tennessee Department of Health

24.4%
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Percent of Children Receiving Families 
First Grants

2000 to 2004

Source: Tennessee Department of Human Services

7.9% 8.1% 8.5% 8.6% 9%

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004



Families First
• 129,667 children covered by Families First.
• Counties with the highest number of children 

covered by Families First: Shelby 50,279; 
Davidson 18,686; Hamilton 7,784; Knox 6,313; 
Madison 3,030; Rutherford 2,942.

• Counties with the highest percent of children 
covered by Families First: Lauderdale 12.0%; 
Madison 12.5%; Davidson 14.5%; Lake 15.0%; 
Hancock 15.1%; Shelby 19.6%.



Percent of Children Receiving Food 
Stamps

2000 to 2004

Source: Tennessee Department of Human Services
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Food Stamps
• 373,071 children receiving Food Stamps.
• Counties with the highest number of children 

receiving Food Stamps: Shelby 92,130; 
Davidson 36,753; Hamilton 17,588; Knox 
17,448; Rutherford 7,917; Sullivan 7,886.

• Counties with the highest percent of children 
receiving Food Stamps: Fentress  40.1%; Cocke
40.3%; Campbell 41.7%; Lake 42.4%; Hancock 
43.8%; Scott 44.8%.



Percent of Students Participating in 
Free/Reduced Lunch Program

2000 to 2003

Source: Tennessee Department of Education

33.3% 35% 36.2% 37.7%
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Free and Reduced-Price Lunch

• 320,747 children received free and reduced-
price lunch.

• Counties with the highest number of children 
receiving free and reduced price lunch: Shelby 
74,953; Davidson 26,079; Hamilton 13,898; 
Knox 13,662; Montgomery 6,979; Madison 
6,604.

• Counties with highest percent of children 
receiving free and reduced-price lunch: Fentress 
63.8%; Grundy 65.4%; Hancock 65.6%; Fayette 
67.0%; Scott 67.3%; Haywood 68.1%.



United Health Foundation

Tennessee ranked 48th

overall in the United Health 
Foundation rankings.



United Health Foundation

Risk Factors - Personal Behaviors
• 48th Prevalence of smoking (percent of 

population)
• 38th Motor vehicle deaths (deaths per 

1,000,000 miles driven)
• 47th Prevalence of Obesity (percent of 

population)
• 47th High School Graduation (percent of 

incoming ninth graders)



United Health Foundation
Risk Factors – Community Environment
• 47th Violent crime (offenses per 100,000 

population)
• 23rd Lack of health insurance (percent without 

health insurance)
• 36th Infectious Diseases (cases per 100,000 

population)
• 40th Children in poverty (percent of persons 

under age 18)
• 26th Occupational Fatalities (deaths per 100,000 

workers)



United Health Foundation

Risk Factors – Health Policies
• 43rd Per capita public health spending ($ 

per person)
• 21st Adequacy of prenatal care (percent of 

pregnant women)
• 20th Immunization coverage (percent of 

children age 29-35 months)



United Health Foundation

Outcomes
• 38th Limited Activity Days (days in 

previous 30 days)
• 48th Cardiovascular deaths (deaths per 

100,000 population)
• 45th Cancer deaths (deaths per 100,000 

population)



United Health Foundation

Outcomes (continued)
• 46th Total mortality (deaths per 100,000 

population)
• 48th Infant Mortality (deaths per 1,000 live 

births)
• 46th Premature death (years lost per 

100,000 population



Governing Source Book 2006

K-12 Education Rankings
• K-12 Education spending: 50th per capita; 

50th % of personal income
• K-12 public school enrollment as a % of 

the total population: 36th

• Pupil Teacher Ratio: 31st (15.7 -1)
• Classroom Spending per pupil: 45th

• Average Teacher Salary: 30th ($41,527) 



Governing Source Book 2006

Higher Education Rankings
• Higher Education spending: 47th per 

capita; 42nd % of personal income
• Higher Education enrollment as a % of the 

total population: 48th



Governing Source Book 2006

Economic Development
• 9th Highest Unemployment Rate nationally
• 45th in Labor Force as percent of the 

population
Environment
• Total state and local spending per capita: 

50th; 44th % of personal income
• Total toxic chemical releases: 8th most



Governing Source Book 2006

Public Employees
• State government employees: 39th per 

10,000 population
• Local government employees: 35th per 

10,000 population
• State public employees salary rank: 41st

• Local average salary rank: 34th



Governing Source Book 2006

Public Safety
• Corrections spending per capita: 41st

• Prisoners per 100,000 population: 
18th



Governing Source Book 2006

Social Services
• Welfare spending: 11th per capita; 11th as 

% of personal income
• Welfare recipients: 1st per 10,000
• Health & Hospital spending: 12th per 

capita; 10th % of personal income
• Health insurance: 27th % uninsured
• Total Medicaid eligibles: 2 per 1,000



High School Graduation Rankings

• Manhattan Institute for Policy Research: 48th

nationally between 1991-2002
• U.S. Census Bureau: 42nd nationally in percent 

of population over 25 with a high school diploma
• Education Week: 40th nationally
• Education Policy Analysis Archives: 46th

• Education Policy Center, The Urban Institute: 
46th

• National Center for Education Statistics: 44th



State Rankings: Statistical Abstract 
of the United States

• 39th Median household income, ($40,674) 
2003

• 15th Most persons below poverty line, 
2003

• 3rd Highest infant mortality rate, 2002
• 37th Most persons 25 years and older with 

a bachelor’s degree or more, 2004
• 4th Highest violent crime per 100,000 

population, 2004



Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids

Includes the District of Columbia with 51 
rankings:

• 48th Adult smoking rate
• 36th Pregnant smoking rate
• 48th Cigarette tax (cents per pack)
• 51st Tobacco control percent of CDC 

recommended minimum
• 6 States have a higher rate of youth 

smoking reported



Making the Grade on Women’s 
Health

• Overall State Ranking: 42nd

• State Grade: Unsatisfactory
Major components of the rankings are based on: 
• Access to health insurance 
• Requiring insurance to pay for tests such as 

mammograms, pap smears, and colorectal cancer 
screening. 

• Access to reproductive services such as contraception, 
emergency contraception, and abortion. 

• Economic security issues such as minimum wage, paid 
family leave, and child support. 



Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities

• 3rd Greatest income inequality between the 
top and the bottom, early 2000s

• 4th Greatest income inequality between the 
top and the middle, early 2000s



Recommendations

Evidence-Based and 
Promising Practices

Coordinated System of 
Care

Reduce Infant Mortality

Nurse/Professional Home 
Visiting Programs

Full Continuum of Mental 
Health Services

Coordinated School 
Health Programs

Quality After-School 
Programs

Quality Early Childhood 
Education

School Safety

Family Resource Centers

Child Abuse Prevention 
and Intervention

Child Advocacy Centers

Quality Foster Care

Court Appointed Special 
Advocates

Successful Transitions to 
Adulthood

Quality Juvenile Justice 
Services

Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative

Professional 
Development

Effective Legal 
Representation

Education Child 
Welfare

Juvenile 
Justice

Economic 
Success

Mental 
HealthHealth Substance 

Use/Abuse

Impact of Blueprint  Recommendations on Outcomes in Various Sectors



Required Reduction in Incidence Per Indicator to be Ranked 
At the National Average

2003-2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation National KIDS COUNT Data, Analysis Completed by Tennessee 
Commission on Children and Youth.

Low 
Birthweight 

Babies 
2003

Infant 
Mortality 

2003

Child 
Death 
Rate 
2003

Teen 
Deaths 
2003

Teen 
Births 
2003

Children 
Living With 

Parents Who 
Do Not Have 

Full Time 
Year Round 
Employment 

2004

High 
School 

Dropouts 
2004

Children 
in 

Poverty 
2004

Children 
in Single 
Parent 

Families 
2004

Tennessee 
Rate 9.4 9.3 25 76 53 35 11 21 37

Rate for 
National 
Average

7.9 6.9 21 66 42 33 8 18 31

Number of 
Incidence 

in 
Tennessee

7,380 730 268 297 10,198 483,000 30,000 286,000 435,000

Required 
Reduction 1,148 186 43 39 2,117 27,600 8,182 37,600 7,200



Required Reduction in Incidence Per Indicator to be Ranked 
Number One

2003-2004

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation National KIDS COUNT Data, Analysis Completed by Tennessee 
Commission on Children and Youth.

Low 
Birthweight 
Babies 2003

Infant 
Mortality 

2003

Child 
Death 
Rate 
2003

Teen 
Deaths 
2003

Teen 
Births 
2004

Children 
Living With 

Parents 
Who Do Not 

Have Full 
Time Year 

Round 
Employment 

2004

High 
School 

Dropouts 
2004

Children 
in Poverty 

2004

Children 
in Single 
Parent 

Families 
2004

Tennessee 
Rate 9.4 9.3 25 76 53 35 11 21 37

Rate for 
Top State 6 4 12 40 18 24 3 10 17

Number of 
Incidence 

in 
Tennessee

7,380 730 268 297 10,198 483,000 30,000 286,000 435,000

Required 
Reduction 2,647 414 139 141 6,735 151,800 21,818 148,000 200,400


